
Ciderwithroadies is the lat-
est of The Common Play-
ers’ projects, which over the 
last 17 years have taken 
innovative and original art 
events into communities to 
engage, thrill and inspire 
local people. 
 
This year’s tour sees 
Pomona, the apple press, 
touring to twenty communi-
ties around the South West 
offering local people the 
opportunity to bring along 
their apples, learn about 
identifying them, press 
them and taste the juice.  
 
Towards the end of the day 
people can enter the world 
of Pip the Apple in a newly 
written show called The Big 
Squeeze, robustly per-
formed with live music, 
song and puppetry.  Will Pip 
be brave enough to branch 
out and leave mum behind? 
Can she squeeze out the 
truth about poor old Uncle 

Alan? Will Mr Badfinger’s 
suggestions crush her en-
thusiasm?  
 
The Big Squeeze is di-
rected by Anthony Rich-
ards, whose glut of apples 
inspired the project several 
years ago.  Andrew Whe-
lan has composed original 
music having worked with 
The Common Players on 
several projects including 
Robin Hood.   
 
The script has been written 
by Jon Stokes who was 
last seen with the company 
acting in Stormy Weather 
and will be remembered by 
many as the antipodean 
penguin-loving tractor 
driver in Taylor’s Tractor. 
 
Supported by Heritage Lot-
tery, Arts Council and 
LEADER, the tour runs for 
seven  weeks see page 4 
for venues and dates.  
 

The wider project includes 
opportunities for communi-
ties to access information 
collated by our Apple Ani-
mateur, on apple related 
issues..  
 
Next year the touring of 
Pomona will continue with 
juice being produced  and 
the project will take the 
second and third parts of 
Jon’s trilogy of plays into 
schools and local commu-
nities, to be performed at 
community feasts and Har-
vest suppers.   
 
 
 
www.ciderwithroadies.org 
or  
Mary Elliott,  
Marketing Co-ordinator 
mary@ciderwithroadies.org 

More Cider with Roadies…. 

Funding Update:  
Thanks to Devon County Council and other funders Common Players has gained 3 
years funding; for an exciting new venture called ‘The Devon Participation Project’ 
This innovative scheme supports the formation of a committee of Creative Associates 
(see page 3), who will ensure that artistic support and infrastructure is provided for 
communities to produce creative events, skill building and participatory workshops. 
The group will work with Common Players and other agencies to produce events tar-
geted at rural and disadvantaged communities.  The Common Players would like to 
thank Devon County Council for its continued support.    
 
See our website common-players.org.uk for further d etails  
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Can you come up 
with a new and innova-
tive recipe for some of 
the apples we have 
been collecting—
perhaps a new cider or 
juice cocktail?  Do have 
a fantastic jam recipe or 
a completely cheeky 
chutney blend.  Let us 
be the judge and send it 
to the Sarah Flay at the 
above address, you 
could win tickets to the 
Ciderwithroadies tour 
for you and a friend.. 

Ciderhouse, 
Exeter 

EX5 4QS 
 

Phone: 01392 881400 
Fax:      01392 881400 

Email: sarah@common-players.org.uk  
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We welcome  Sarah Flay 
our new Project Develop-
ments director.  She joins 
us from a background as 
an active and successful 
fundraiser in the voluntary 
sector, and a large part of 
her role is going to be 
forming and facilitating the 
new Common Players 
Creative Associates.  
 
The Common Players are 
inviting individuals who 
have creative skills and 
experience in perform-
ance and related artforms, 
together with demon-
strated organisational 
skills, to join a dynamic 
Steering Group.  This 
group will work with the 
Trustees and Sarah to 
generate project ideas 
and advise on the techni-
cal feasibility of creative 
ideas.   
 
We hope that Associates 
will also  be able to aid 
delivery of projects via 
direct employment.  
 
The associates will be 
selected to ensure that 
there is a breadth of crea-
tive skill available to the 
group, allowing the com-
pany to diversify from 
theatre in appropriate pro-
jects.  
 

Common Players, through 
the role of the Project De-
velopment Director will pro-
vide support to enable 
Creative Associates to de-
liver project ideas 
 
The future contain many 
challenges for Arts organi-
sations with big funding 
cuts from  traditional fun-
ders making bidding for 
both core and project fund-
ing harder then ever.    
 
Art organisations are in 
danger of  falling victim to a 
changing political market 
that seems to see it as a 
frivolity rather than a nec-
essary escape from the 
stresses of modern life. 
 
However, we at Common 
Players are an adaptable 
lot, who prefer to see our 
glass as half full, we are 
therefore meeting this chal-
lenge with enthusiasm, 
beginning with the selec-
tion of our Creative Associ-
ates, who will bring a myr-
iad of skills and back-
grounds into our mix!   
They will work with staff 
and trustees to develop a 
new three year business 
plan.   
 
The Creative Associates 
will be chaired by Anthony 
Richards who has been the 

Director and driving force 
behind Common Players 
for over a decade, Anthony 
will also be directing and 
supporting our Cider with 
Roadies project  
 
We plan to develop new 
and innovative touring pro-
ductions, using a mixture of 
traditional theatre and new 
technology, more audi-
ence-based participatory 
programmes that will in-
volve all members of the 
community, international 
linkages and skills sharing 
along with many more pro-
jects!    
 
We look forward to the next 
few years and can assure 
all of our Uncommon 
friends that the excellent 
standards of production 
that we are proud to pre-
sent will continue. 
 
If you feel that you could be 
a Creative Associate then 
please contact:- 
 
 
 
Sarah Flay 
Project Development  
Director 
sarah@common-
players.org.uk 

I wanted to direct it but he 
was looking for someone 
to drive the entire project 
and assured me that The 
Common Players would 
give me all the support I 
needed.  
 
That has certainly been 
the case and it’s been a 
director’s dream. I was 
given artistic control, a 

 When Anthony Richards 
of the Common Players  
approached me and 
asked me if I wanted to 
work on a production for 
the Exmoor National Park 
I  have to say I hesitated 
 
I’ve worked with him on 
other projects, corporate 
work mostly, but not, 
strictly speaking, ‘theatre’.  

decent budget, support 
when needed, but most of 
all trust. I’m in rehearsal 
now and the show tours 
next month. I’m proud of 
it, and I hope it merits the 
faith I’ve been given. 

An Invitation to help shape our Future 

The Insiders View—Ashley Wengraf 
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Sarah Flay 

 

All the world's a stage,  
And all the men and women 

merely players. 
They have their exits and 

their entrances;  
And one man in his time 

plays many parts... William 
Shakespeare, "As You Like 

It", Act 2 scene 7 
 

 

The most difficult 
character in comedy 
is that of a fool, and 

he must be no 
simpleton who 
plays the part. 

Miguel de 
Cervantes,  

Don Quixote, 1605  
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A ‘Pressing’ Engagement’ with Apples….. 

Moor Fun on Exmoor discover it again with us…. 

Here at Common Players 
we have been going nuts 
about Eves’ favourite 
fruit… we told you about 
our magnificent new apple 
press in our September 06 
newsletters, she per-
formed magnificently, 
pressing on average 400 
litres per day in schools, 
orchards and lots of other 
venues; enthusing young 
and old from all walks of 
life all about the humble 
yet fabulous apple, and its’ 
delicious juice.   

We are now pleased to be 
supported by LEADER, 
English Nature, Heritage 
Lottery and Arts Council 
on the multi layered pro-
ject  Ciderwithroadies. 

Its about championing the 
local apple, and to start 
doing this we are touring 
the press and a new pro-
duction this autumn. The 
Big Squeeze is a simple 
story about adolescence 
and leaving the comfort of 
Mother Tree.  It’s a cele-

bration of Pip’s desire to take 
a bite out of life, and the trials 
and tribulations she goes 
through to get there.  As a 
celebration of vitality it’s akin 
to the seasonal mummers 
plays which chart the agricul-
tural cycle of planting and 
harvest.  It’s also an evolution 
of our summer shows in com-
munity spaces, for family au-
diences, with plenty of music, 
puppets and action. 

Adam, our Apple Animateur 
will be touring as well and 
making new contacts; Over 
the course of the winter he 
will be arranging other activi-
ties such as pruning and 
planting workshops, advice 
on community orchards, and 
seeking out the customs and 
traditions linked to apples.  
Other ambitions include en-
couraging apple businesses 
in Devon to work together to 
promote themselves and 
seeking ways for small or-
chards to stay in our country-
side through being economi-
cally effective. 

Heather Fallowes is working 
with us as a visual artist and 
she will be visiting primary 
schools with a curriculum-
linked plan of activities to 
engage young people in 
their cultural heritage.  

We also plan an interactive  
website where knowledge 
about local apples can be 
shared.  

Next year we will be prepar-
ing two new theatre presen-
tations to accompany the 
press a show for primary 
schools designed to be edu-
cational and fun, and a show 
designed more in cabaret 
style (and indoors). We plan 
for this piece to be incorpo-
rated into new and existing 
community feasts, and con-
tinue the links between com-
munity activity and Art that 
Common Players are known 
for. 

To contact Adam direct e-
mail him on 
adam@ciderwithroadies.org  

do we do on Exmoor, 
plant trees, sheep, wind-
mills or people!  We de-
vised Tracks & Traces, 
and the Exmoor Society 
along with Exmoor Na-
tional Park agreed enthu-
siastically to fund the pro-
ject. 
 
The project has been de-
vised to be fun and flexi-
ble and includes; support 
for local schools via an 
education programme de-
vised by Means of Pro-
duction Community Arts, 
which features an Exmoor 
teaching pack and a be-
hind-the-scenes youth film 
documentary project for 
gifted and talented young 
people in the area. 

Tours will be beginning in 
September to primary and 
middle Schools across the 
region using live theatre, 
poetry, film and hi-tech, 
computerised flight simu-
lation technology to switch 
young people on to the 
issues facing their envi-
ronment.  
 
Produced and performed 
by the Common Players 
the performance involves 
three actors playing more 
than 20 roles between 
them, taking a high energy 
look at everything on Ex-
moor and charting the en-
vironmental pressures 
facing the beautiful wild 
moorlands of the National 
Park area. 

Our Tracks and Traces 
– A Story of Exmoor 
tells the story of the land-
scape, people and ani-
mals of Exmoor making is 
accessible to young peo-
ple from all areas of the 
local community via a 
comic romp through five 
decades of local history. 
 
Fittingly this is a truly or-
ganic project that ‘grew’ 
from our close linkages 
and friendship with staff at 
The Exmoor Society.  
Who after an animated 
discussion on what Ex-
moor futures should look 
like asked us to answer a 
simple question, in a inno-
vative and engaging way.   
So with this question’ what 
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Apples originated in the 
Middle East more than 4000 
years ago and fruit and vines 
have been grown in the UK 
since Roman occupation. 
Specially cultivated apple 
varieties spread across 
Europe to France, arriving in 
England at around the time 
of the Norman Conquest in 
1066    

Exmoor National Park is a 
national park situated on the 

Bristol Channel coast of Devon 
and Somerset in South West 

England. The park covers 267 
square miles (692 km²) of hilly 

open moorland and 34 miles (55 
km) of coast. Exmoor is one of 
the first British National Parks, 

designated in 1954, and is named 
after its main river, the River Exe. �



ensure our work continues 
to work properly for our au-
diences. 
 
We would like to take this 
opportunity to update and 
renew details for all Uncom-
mon Friends, as we at Com-
mon Players are extremely 
aware of our Carbon Foot-
print we would like very 
much to make our newslet-
ter available via email.    
 
If you would like to remain 
one of our valued Uncom-
mon Friends then please 
either return the enclosed 

The Common Players have 
built up an ever increasing 
group of supporters. Our Un-
common Friends are in-
formed of all company news, 
via the regular newsletter.   
 
In the future we plan to offer 
our Uncommon Friends 
greater benefits for their sup-
port and commitment, invita-
tions to special perform-
ances, pre-performance re-
ceptions, post-performance 
talks and the opportunity to 
contribute to the newsletter.  
We believe that with such a 
two way connection we can 

contact slip to the above ad-
dress or alternatively, send an 
email containing your name 
address and email and pre-
ferred contact method (email, 
mail etc) to  
 
sarah@common-
players.org.uk  
 
or give us a call on 01392  
881400.    
 
Please be aware that if 
we DO NOT hear from 
you then you will auto-
matically be REMOVED 
from the mailing list..  

Update to old Uncommon Friends and an Invitation to new…. 
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Upcoming Events & Tour Dates 
Cider with Roadies—The Big Squeeze 
Penstone Glade   Sat 8th September  Mick Waltho  01363 84809 
Moretonhampstead   Sat 15th September  Maggie Pipe  01647 440393 
Chagford    Sun 16th September  Tina Thomas  01647 432403 
North Molton   Thurs 20th September Mary Elliott   01392 881400 
Ipplepen    Sun 23rd September  Fay Olding  01803 813250 
Whimple    Thur 27th September Alan Smith  01404 822977 
Lapford Mill   Fri 28th September  Peter Ellis  01363 83467 
Ilsington    Sat 29th September  Sue Cunningham  01364 661448 
South Zeal   Sun 30th September  Andy Clements  01837 840128 
Hittisleigh    Sat 6 October  Ruth Alvtis  01647 24511 
The Get Growing Show  Sun 7th October  Taunton Deane Karen 01823 336344 
Hemyock    Fri 12th October  Christine Butt  01823 680669 
Cullompton Farmers Mkt  Sat 13th October  Jill Larcombe  01884 253404 
Powderham Castle   Sun 14th October  Ingrid Oram  01626 890243 
Kentisbeare   Weds 17th October  Queenie Broom  01884 266443 
Lifton    Thurs 18th Octber  Amanda Greenhalgh 01566 784218 
Bradninch   Fri 19th October  Mary Richards  01392 881042 
Otter Rotters, Honiton  Sat 20th October  Phil Foggitt  01404 548808 
Buckies Orchard, Chudleigh  Sun 21st October  Sue White  07886 235 130 
Montacute House, Somerset  Sat 27th October  Carol Fox   01458 241404 
South Molton Apple Boot Sale  Sun 28th October  Michael Gee  01271 374180 
 
Tracks & Traces  
Dulverton First & Exford First    19 September    am /pm 
Dulverton Middle    20 & 21 September    pm 
Public Performance 
Exmoor Society (@ Dul.Middle school)   22 September    pm 
North Molton Primary Brayford   24 September   pm 
South Molton Primary   25 September   pm 
Bratton Fleming Primary, Goodleigh  26 September   am/pm 
Lynton Primary Kentisbury Parracombe  27 September   am/pm 
Combe Martin Primary   8 September    am pm 
Ilfracombe Primary    1 October    am pm 
Porlock Timberscombe Cutcombe  2 October  
Minehead First M/H St.Michael’s   3 October    pm 
West Buckland Prep school   4 October    am 
Minehead Middle    5 October    am/pm 
Williton Middle    8 October    am/pm 
Williton First    8  & 9 October   am/pm 
Stogumber & Crowcombe   10 October   am 
Wiveliscombe Primary   11 October   am 
Old Cleeve, Washford Dunster  12 October   am/pm 
Public Performance—Dunster   12 October   pm 
Somerset Primary Teachers Conference  
(Taunton racecourse)   15 October    1.30-2.30 
Heathcoat primary Tiverton   16 October   am 
Bampton Primary     17 October    am 
E.Anstey Primary     17 October   pm 
 
For further information on Tracks & Traces dates & venues contact: David  Griffin @ Exmoor National Park 01398 323665 


